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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
EQIP On-Farm Energy Initiative 
 

 
The On-Farm Energy Initiative is a conservation practice available through 
NRCS’s the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). EQIP is a “fix it” 
program of NRCS intended to assist producers with the implementation of 
conservation practices that address an identified resource concern on their farm. 
Historically in NC, most EQIP energy projects have been for commercial chicken 
farms to upgrade lighting, insulation, tunnel doors, and radiant brooders. Grain 
dryers and automatic controllers for tobacco ventilation have also been funded. 
 
 

Step by Step, How Can I Apply and What's the Process? 
 
1. PLANNING 

 
You will be working with your USDA-NRCS officer directly to identify your energy resource concern 
and put a plan in place. You do not need an NRCS conservation plan to start the EQIP process. 
 

2. APPLICATION 
 
You can apply to EQIP for an audit* that will identify your specific energy needs (EQIP calls an audit 
an “AgEMP”), and/or if you have completed an audit with one of our project partners, you can apply 
directly for the energy efficiency upgrade identified in the audit. Here are the application steps: 
 
♦ If you DO NOT have a Farm and Tract Number, establish a number through your local USDA 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) field office. To locate your USDA Service Center please follow 
this link, http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

§ Bring a copy of your Property (Land) Deed with you. If you DO NOT have a copy, you 
can get one at your county's Register of Deeds Office. You must present a copy of your 
deed to go to the next step. 

§ Fill-out Form AD-2047, Part A. Your FSA agent will help you. Ask your FSA Agent to 
give you a copy of your Farm and Tract Number.   

♦ Inform your FSA Agent you are applying for a NRCS EQIP Program and ask for the following 
form.  

§ Fill-out Form CCC-941 Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent 
to Disclosure of Tax Information. 

♦ Next, go to your local USDA-NRCS Office or make an appointment with your NRCS 
Conservationist/Official. To locate your Service Center please follow this link, 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.  

§ Your NRCS Official will have you fill-out Form NRCS-CPA-1200, Conservation Program 
Application. This is your EQIP Application. If you have any questions, your NRCS Official 
will help you complete the form. NRCS will submit your application and determine your 
eligibility.   

 
3. ELIGIBILITY  

 
NRCS uses your tax and property information to determine eligibility. 
 
♦ If you DO NOT own your property or the property in which you will be installing your energy 

efficiency upgrade, you and the land owner will need to complete a Control of the Land for the 
Contract Period Form. Your NRCS Official can discuss this process with you and provide you 
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with the form. Please note, in order to apply for the NRCS EQIP On-Farm Energy program, you 
are REQUIRED to have a four (4) year lease contract from the date of the application.  

♦ You will need to have the Farm and Tract Number of the land you are leasing. If you are only 
leasing a portion of the Farm, you will need to supply the Tract Number. If you are only leasing a 
portion of a Tract of the Farm, you will need to supply the Field Number and the amount of land 
(example: 1 acre) 

 
4. RANKING 

 
NRCS ranks your application with others according to local resource concerns and potential benefit 
of the proposed practice. They will hold your application in line for 3 years in the event that funding 
is not immediately available. 
 
Once your application has been submitted, you will be assigned an application Batch Number. The 
Batch Number is determined by when you applied, and how many other applicants are before you. 
Ask your NRCS Official what Batch you are in. Your NRCS Official may be able to tell you when 
your Batch Number pre-approval letters will be mailed.   

 
5. IMPLEMENTING 

 
Once you receive a pre-approval letter in the mail, call your NRCS Official and schedule an 
appointment. Before you are granted funding you MUST complete the following steps.  

 
♦ Discuss the contract obligations.   
♦ Review and sign the contract your NRCS Official provides.   
♦ Designate a decision maker.   
♦ Designate participants for contract payments.   
♦ Complete Form AD-1199a, Direct Deposit Sign-Up Form.   

 
If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done. Once you 
sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or 
practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once inspected and 
approved, reimbursement is made. 

 
*Note: An audit by a certified Technical Service Provider (TSP) is required before a project or practice can be 
implemented with cost-share funding from EQIP. (You can search for a TSP here: 
https://techreg.usda.gov/CustLookupTSP.aspx?fips=37000&categoryid=&categorytext=&serviceid=&servicetext=)  
 
The audit (called an "AgEMP" by NRCS) itself can be funded through this EQIP On-Farm Energy Initiative. In 
such a case, the audit would be applied for (e.g. before September 30th, 2017), funded and implemented (in 
2018), then the required energy-saving practices identified in the audit would also need to be applied for (by 
September, 30th, 2018), and then possibly funded and implemented in 2019. 
 
Paying for your own audit, or working with us at Energy to find a free audit with our qualified partners, may 
expedite this process by putting the complete audit in your hand right away and jump starting the application for 
the identified practice/project by a full year. 
 
 

 
connecting resources to conserve resources 

 
 
 

For more information, email info@energycap.org, or call 828-649-5115. 


